Risks of infection or reactivation of tuberculosis associated with chronic corticosteroid therapy.
Although corticosteroids are known to be immunosuppressive, there have been no studies to show that use of corticosteroids increases the risk of developing new tuberculosis or reactivating old tuberculosis. In fact, corticosteroids are recommended for the treatment of several forms of tuberculosis, such as pleural tuberculosis, genitourinary tuberculosis, and tuberculous meningitis. Clinicians should still be alert for tuberculosis appearing in immunocompromised patients as a disseminated infection or for tuberculosis that is atypical in appearance.